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ABSTRACT 

The study is conducted under the title “The Using Of Western Song For Enriching Students’ 

Vocabularies In Fourth Semesters Students At English Study Program Of Tribuana University In 

Aca demic Year 2016/2017”. The aim of this sudy is to find out the effective of western song for 

enriching students’ vocabularies. In doing this research the writer uses quantitative research. 

The population and the sample of this research is students of fourth semesters in English 

department of Tribuana University where there are 12 students. The instrument that used by the 

writer to measuring there effectiveness of using Western song is interview and test. Interview is 

given before the writer give the material and give the post test. Based on the result of interview, 

it shows that most of students argued that the using of English Song can enrich their vocabulary. 

The result is given twice, pre test and post test. Pre test is given in order to know how far 

students comprehen in vocabulary by giving them a song to be translated. The result shows that 

the total score is 984 with the mean score is 82. While the result of post test has significant 

development, it can be seen from the total score of students’ test is 1087 with the mean score is 

90.8. By using t-test formula, the finding of this research shows t-test computation is higher than 

t-table, that is t-test = 6.5 > t-table = 1.796. based on the result of this study, it can be said that 

the using of western song to enriching students’ vocabulary is effective.    
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1. Introduction 

All activities in human interaction always use language as the means of communication. 

It seems that without the language communication will be difficult for one another. So 

language is an important thing and it is needed in human life. Handoko (2010:3), stated 

that basically human is a social creature that communicates one another to show their 

thought, feeling, and needs. 

Georreybroughton (2003:1) Stated that English is a language by far the most widely used 

in the world. English is an international language which used almost in every country in 

the world. So English takes an important role, because how the people from different 

countries can make communication one another with their own language if there is no 

English which as the International language. In this case, English gets special place 

because all international affairs use English as communication tool. Such as relationship 

among nations in politics, economics, culture, education, etc. 



Danim (2009:113), stated that the University of London Institute Education ever 

published a book with the title Teaching English as a foreign language. And In Indonesia, 

English is not as second language and its can be said foreign language. But Indonesian 

education system, English is also studied. English has been studied at the almost school 

in Indonesia. Now Indonesian education ministry has been using the curriculum base on 

the school, so that English is studied from elementary school up to university. So it can 

be said that English is third language that used in Indonesia besides Indonesian and 

traditional languages. 

According to Handoko (2010:5), language is a set of skills. Include English itself. For 

students who are learning English. Those skills are speaking skill, listening skill, reading 

skill, and writing skill. In the process of learning English students can not to avoid make 

mistake. The students often make mistake in writing and speaking skill because they do 

not have good grammar, and listening skill because they seldom do it. But they must 

know that making mistake is the way to be better in learning English. 

In learning English, there are three important basic elements which support the four skills 

above. Those are grammar, pronunciation and vocabulary. According to Richards 

(2002:255), vocabulary is the core component of language proficiency and provides 

much of the basis for how well learners speak, listen, read, and write. Here, the writer 

wants to say that vocabulary is more important than grammar and pronunciation, because 

by having many vocabularies we can speak and tell everything fluently to other people. 

According to Hornby (2008:495) vocabulary is all the words that a person knows or uses. 

In learning English, sometimes students face difficulties to expressing their idea to other 

people because lacking vocabularies, so that in transferring their ideas, people are 

difficult to understand what they are talking about. It can produce miscommunication 

between the speaker and listener. Whereas, if the students have more vocabularies the 

speakers can speak and tell fluently and the listeners can understand what are the speaker 

is talking about.  

There are some Medias in learning speaking English and western song is one of them. 

Western song is the English songs and it is written in English lyric form and it entertains 

audiences (id.wikipedia.org/wiki/supporter_westernsong). By listening western song, the 

students can have many vocabularies that they do not find in the teaching learning 

processing in the school. Basically, in the school, the students learn only about the 

vocabularies which relate to the materials which is taught by their English teacher. The 

situation like this limits the students to get other vocabularies which actually they have to 

know. Below, the writer gives the examples how the students face the difficulties in 

understanding the meaning of the sentences because of lacking vocabulary.  

Love is a burning thing 

And it makes a fiery ring 

Bound by one desire 

I fell down into a ring of fire 



(The song lyric of the RING OF FIRE which is sung by SOCIAL DISTORTION) 

The students who have lacking vocabularies will not know the meaning of those 

sentences in the song lyric above, because they never learn them in the school. 

2. Source text 

 

2.1. Definition of song 

Philips (1993:100) states music and rhythm is an essential part of language. Song is short of 

music with words that be sung. Song is a short musical work set a poetic text with equal 

importance given to music and to the words. It may be written for one or several voices and it is 

generally performed with instrument accompaniment. Song is an interesting media that offers the 

high imagination. Hornby (1995) states song is a piece of music with words that is sung. 

Song language is usually easy to be understood. And it usually uses to entertain who is 

listens it. A song composition is always a sequence of melody with a lyric. 

2.2. Kind of Songs 

Griffee (1992:11) classifies songs to length and tempo, because length and tempo have high 

degree of relevance to the appropriateness of song and activity.  Classification of songs based on 

the stabilized musical form. There are many kinds of song that usually listened by the people 

according to what the song that they like. Such as, Folk songs, Country songs, Reggae songs, 

Jazz, R and B, Blues, Rock songs, etc. Rock song itself can be divided to be some kinds of rock 

music like Grunge, Metal, Punk, Ska, rock alternative, etc. 

 

2.3. Definition of lyrics 

Lyric is set of words that make up a song. Lyric is simple word of song. Lyric can also be 

analyzed with respect to sense of unity it has with its supporting music. Lyric or song texts do 

not only as a complement of the song, but also as an important part of the music means which 

determine the theme, and as the character of song. Lyric in a song is actually non musicals 

aspect. However, besides giving new unique dimension, many song lyrics are created from text 

or beautiful poem (Music Education Guide, http//www.using music to teach other subject, 

accessed on March 25 , 2016 at 09.45 am). 

.Music composition performed by a song contains an attractive aspect. The attractive aspect 

is language. The language which consists of a sequence of words, give new dimension of the 

music, which cannot be found in the other composition, instrumental music. The composition 

without a lyric on its melody called an instrumental music (Music Education Guide, 

http//www.using music to teach other subject, accessed on March 25 , 2016 at 09.45 am).  

2.4. Song Lyrics as Media for Teaching Learning Vocabulary 

Price  in  Rivers (1989  :160)  states  that  music and  song  lead  naturally  to language-

learning media. Song as the media is an important thing in teaching learning vocabulary. Brown 

(1999  : 143)  states that teaching is helping someone to learn how to do something, giving 

instruction, guiding in study of something. So, teacher as facilitator in learning process should 

keep looking for way to make learning vocabulary easier and more pleasant. English is foreign 

language, so learning English for Indonesian students is not easy. The teacher is asked to use 



suitable media to teach effectively because an affective teaching is basic factor for the success 

learning process including in learning vocabulary. There are many kinds of teaching media to 

teach English, one of them is song. Song could be used to teach vocabulary because of its lyrics, 

teacher could choose song which has appropriate vocabulary that would be taught. 

Song is very effective especially when one needs to memorize something. Often, when music 

is used learning a certain concept or lesson is more easily to be understood by the students. It 

gives motivation and makes the relation between the teacher and students closer. And the 

relation will make the students have bravery to ask the teacher about everything including new 

vocabularies in song that they learn. 

In Indonesia, most of English students have difficulties in learning English; they are less 

motivation in studying English because they believe that English is hard subject. In this case, an 

English teacher needs to be responsive to the students’ condition. Teacher has to makes students 

enthusiastic in learning English. Teacher also should consider some factors in teaching and 

learning process. 

2.5. Definition of Vocabulary  

According to Richards (2002:255), vocabulary is the core component of language proficiency 

and provides much of the basis for how well learners speak, listen, read, and write.  

2.6. Kinds of Vocabulary 

According to Nation (2001), there are two kinds of vocabulary. They are perceptive and 

productive vocabulary. Receptive vocabulary refers to the words that native speakers and foreign 

learners recognize and understand but hardly ever use, it is used passively in either listening or 

reading. Productive vocabulary is utilized actively either in speaking or writing. Ones listening 

vocabulary is generally larger than his speaking vocabulary while his reading vocabulary is 

relatively larger than his writing vocabulary. Therefore it can be concluded that vocabulary can 

be presented in four units. They are reading vocabulary, listening vocabulary, speaking 

vocabulary, and writing vocabulary. Reading vocabulary consists of the word found by people 

when they are reading. While listening vocabulary is the words that people hear and understand 

when they are talking to others or listening to radio and television. Speaking vocabulary includes 

the words people used in their daily life and conversation.  

In relation to kinds of vocabulary, Nation (2001) stated that there are four kinds of 

vocabulary in the text: 

1) High frequency words. These words are almost 80% of the running words in the texts. 

2) Academic words. Typically, these words make up about 9% of the running words in the text; 

3) Technical words. These words make up about 5% of the running words in the text; 

4) Low frequency words. These are the words of moderate frequency that did not manage to get 

into the high frequency list. They make up over5% of the words in an academic text. 

2.7. Vocabulary in Foreign Language 

Vocabulary plays an important role in foreign language learning. The development of rich 

vocabulary is important when the learners acquire the English as a foreign language (Nunan, 

1991: 118). Vocabulary becomes an essential part in foreign language learning. The vocabulary 



that is taught in foreign language learning depends on the objective of the course and the amount 

of time available for teaching. 

 

In English learning, especially vocabulary learning, there are some factors that influence the 

students in mastering it. The factors are linguistic and non linguistic. The linguistic factors are 

usually related to natural difficulty of the language. It can be caused by imperfect knowledge 

about the English material. They cannot understand the relation between foreign language and 

mother tongue which have significant differences in styles and rules. 

The non linguistics factors are divided into two factors; there are external factors and internal 

factors. External factors are related to curriculum, methods, classroom situation, family, and 

society. Meanwhile, the internal factors come from IQ, attention, motivation, interest, attitude, 

and etc. 

3. Analysis 

The data of interview  

Interview was done before the writer give the material and the post test. It was held 

on Mey, 23th Monday 2016.  In this interview the writer gives 13 questions related to the 

students’ motivation, interest, and how often in listening English song.   

The data get from the interview showed that most of the students sometimes listening 

for western music, they also stated that western music important for them to adding their 

vocabulary. Besides that, even though they sometimes fell confused with the English 

words in that song liryks, it makes them dificult and hard to get the idea from that words. 

Moreover, they argued that the benefits of listening to western song are to adding their 

knowladge and to enrich their vocabularies. They also stated that they sometimes always 

try to find out the meaning of the English words that they are listening on. To find out the 

meaning of the words they use dictionary, some students started with the guessing process 

before using dictionary. Furthmore, they argued that the dificulties in finding the meaning 

are the words have more than one meaning and that words is diferent in semantic. The last 

statement is they are agree that it is useful to learning English through western song 

because it give much benefits.    

The data of pre test  

In this part the writer shows the result of students’ English vocabulary in pre test using 

one of the western song from this moment by Shania Twain.It was held on Mey, 30th 

Monday 2016. Firstly the writer tabulated the score in the tabel below:  

Tabel 1  

Students’ Pre test score 

No  Students’ Name  Score  

1 Moh. Haidir Arsyad 71 

2 Ian F. Ladang  86 

3 Franchis Tanghana  91  

4 Wasti Padafing  87  



5 Afuilan Maarang  83  

6 Mariati Muanley  85  

7 Pelipus Alola  69  

8 Dewi Yanti Sing  78  

9 Feronika Lakamau  78  

10 Yanti R. Banu  94  

11 Sara Gilaa  74  

12 Rhia Gomang  88  

N=12  984 

Mean  82 

 Students’ mean score pre test 

𝑀 =
∑𝐷

𝑛
 

𝑀 =
984

12
 

𝑀 = 82 

From the table above it showes that the students’s score of pre test is 984 and the 

mean score is 82.  

At the pre test, based on the result in the table 1 the writer counts and concludes the 

frequency and precentage of the students’ scores to know the effectivenes of using 

Western song to improve their vocabulary. The table below shows that the frequency 

distribution of the students’ scores of the pre test.  

Table 2  

The frequency distribution of the students’ scores of the pre test 

Pre test scores  

Score  Frequency (s) 

69 1 

71 1 

74 1 

78 2 

83 1 

85 1 

86 1 

87 1 

88 1 

91 1 

94 1 

Total  12 

Mean  82 

Max  94 

Min  69 



Based on the tabel of the frequency distribution of the students’ scores of the pre test 

above, it can be counted that on pre test the minimum score is 69 and the maximum score 

is 94, while the mean score is 82.   

 

The data of post test  

On the post test, the writer shows the result of students’ English vocabulary in post test 

using one of the western song Because of You by Kelly Clarkson.It was held on Juny, 06th 

Monday 2016. Firstly the writer tabulated the score in the tabel below: 

 

Tabel  3 

Students’ Post test score 

No  Students’ Name  Score  

1 Moh. Haidir Arsyad 88 

2 Ian F. Ladang  91 

3 Franchis Tanghana  96  

4 Wasti Padafing  90  

5 Afuilan Maarang  89  

6 Mariati Muanley  90  

7 Pelipus Alola  80  

8 Dewi Yanti Sing  94  

9 Feronika Lakamau  90  

10 Yanti R. Banu  98  

11 Sara Gilaa  85  

12 Rhia Gomang  96  

N=12 ∑D 1087 

Mean  90.58 

 Students’ mean score of post test 

𝑀 =
∑𝐷

𝑛
 

𝑀 =
1087

12
 

𝑀 = 90.58 

From the table above it shows that the students’s score of pre test is 1087 and the 

mean score is 90.58.  

At the post test, based on the result in the table 3 the writer counts and concludes the 

frequency and precentage of the students’ English vocabulary scores to know the 

effectivenes of using Western song to improve their vocabulary. It means that the writer 

would like to know the students vocabulary after giving them the differents treatment. The 

table below shows that the frequency distribution of the students’ scores of the post test.  



Table 4  

The frequency distribution of the students’ scores of the post test 

Post test scores  

Score  Frequency (s) 

80 1 

85 1 

88 1 

89 1 

90 3 

91 1 

94 1 

96 2 

98 1 

Total  12 

Mean  98 

Max  90.58 

Min  88 

Regarding the table of the frequency distribution of students’ score of the post test 

above, it can be counted that on post test the minimum score is 88 and the maximum score 

is 98 while the mean score of post test is 90.58.  

The result of the students’ vocabulary by using English song 

In this part, the writer shows the result of students’ English vocabulary after the 

students using the English song as the instrument in this research. The writer counts and 

explains the gain.  It can be seen as following table:  

Table 5  

The result of the students’ vocabulary by using English song 

No Students’ Name Pre test Post test D D2 

1 Moh. Haidir Arsyad 71 88 17 289 

2 Ian F. Ladang  86 91 5 25 

3 Franchis Tanghana  91 96 5 25 

4 Wasti Padafing  87 90 3 9 

5 Afuilan Maarang  83 89 6 36 

6 Mariati Muanley  85 90 5 25 

7 Pelipus Alola  69 80 11 121 

8 Dewi Yanti Sing  78 94 16 256 

9 Feronika Lakamau  78 90 12 144 

10 Yanti R. Banu  94 98 4 16 

11 Sara Gilaa  74 85 11 121 

12 Rhia Gomang  88 96 8 64 

N=12  984 1087 103 1131 



Mean  82 90.58   

The table shows that there is increasing between pre- test and post- test. The high score of 

pre – test and post test are 94 and 98 

Then, the writer explains and counts how to get the result of the students’ English 

vocabulary by using the formula of t-test that suggested by (Hartono, 2004 : 167): 

1. Calculating Mean of pre-test and post – test  

 Pre test mean score; 

𝑀 =
∑𝐷

𝑛
 

𝑀 =
984

12
 

𝑀 = 82 

 Post test mean score  

𝑀 =
∑𝐷

𝑛
 

𝑀 =
1087

12
 

𝑀 = 90.58 

2. Calculating standard Deviation  

𝑆𝐷 = √
∑𝐷2

𝑁
− (

∑𝐷

𝑁
)

2

 

𝑆𝐷 = √
1131

12
− (

103

12
)

2

 

𝑆𝐷 = √94 − 73 

𝑆𝐷 = √21 

𝑆𝐷 = 4.5 

3. Calculate t-test 

𝑡 =
(

∑𝐷
𝑁 )

(
𝑆𝐷

√𝑁 − 1
)
 

𝑡 =
(

103
12 )

(
4.5

√12 − 1
)
 

𝑡 =
8.5

1.3
 

𝑡 = 6.5 

4. Calculating dr 



𝐷𝑓 = 𝑁 − 1 

𝐷𝑓 = 12 − 1 

=  11 

5. Approving the t table distribution  

With df = 11 , the value of table with the degree of significance 5 % is 1.796 

6. Comparing t-test with t-table  

t- test = 6.5, therefore to is greater than t table with the level degree of signification 5 % 

7. Conclution  

t-table with n = 11 is 1.796 and arithmetic t is 6.5, t-table < t-test = 1.796 < 6.5. It shows 

that western song can increase students’ English vocabulary. So there is a significant 

influence between pre-test and post-test. 

4. Discussion 

Based on te result of finding, the writer presents the discussion in the use of English song 

to improve students’ English vovabulary.  

As we know that learning language cannot be separated from learning vocabulary. 

Vocabulary is a word that one person know in a particular language and one of 

components of language that has meaning and definition. Vocabulary supports the 

speaker to express their opinion, idea, and feeling in communication. In this research, 

English song is choosen to improve students’ English vocabulary because it is a good 

media to be used in the classroom’s learning activity.  

From the interview sheet, the data shows that most of students are agree that through 

English song they can get more additional new vocabulary that is importan to adding 

their knowladge. Regarding, to the result of the test’s result the writer found that the 

using of English song has the significant impect. The students have a good result of 

vocabulary test. The total score of pre test is 984 and the total score of post test is 1087. 

The mean score of pre test is also has the significan impact, it can be seen from the result 

of test that the pre test mean score is  82 while the mean score of the post test is 90.58. It 

means that, the using of western song can increase students’ English vocabulary.  

 

5. Conclusion 

Consedering the previous chapter, the writer analyzed the data and adds some 

conclution:  

1. The using of western song can increase students’ English vocabulary. It can be seen from 

the test result and the interview sheet that has been given to them. Students feel more 

confident and they are interesting to learning English especially in learning vocabulary.  

2. The result of the test’s result the writer found that the using of English song has the 

significant impect. The students have a good result of vocabulary test. The total score of 

pre test is 984 and the total score of post test is 1087. The mean score of pre test is also 

has the significan impact, it can be seen from the result of test that the pre test mean score 

is  82 while the mean score of the post test is 90.58. 



Based on those findings, it can be conclude that using English song is effective to increase 

students’ English vocabulary and it can help the teacher and the students in teaching and 

learning process especially in English vocabulary because using English song as a media can 

motivate the students to learn vocabulary more easily and it can create the atmosphere of 

teaching learning more interesting. They can feel something new and different from what 

they usually get in the class. 
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