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ABSTRACT 

 Education is so important in our life, te whole people demand to join education. Because 

education is a process of delivery of knowledge, skills, and information from teacer to students. 

Learning English means learning for skills, there are : Listening, Speaking, Reading and writing. 

In learning English process, the students have to master not only vocabulary but also grammar. 

Grammar is th role for forming words and making sentence. Based on the statements above, the 

writer is interested to conduct a research under entitled  “The Difficulties in descriptive text of 

the eight  grade students of SMP Negeri Likwatang in school year 2015/2016”. Research poblem 

is what are the  difficulties of descriptive text  of te eight grade students of SM Negeri Likwatang 

in school year 2015/2016 ? and what are the solution of the  difficulties in reading  descriptive 

text of the eight  grade student of SMP Negeri Likwatang in school year 2015/2016? The 

population of this study  was the eight grade studnts of SMP Negeri Likwatang in school year 

2015/2016. Sample of the study was the  grade VIII of SMP Negeri Likwatang in school year 

2015/2016, the writer chose one class of the eight grade by using cluster sampling. In collecting 

the data, the writer used test’ tere are essay test and questionnaire and interview as the 

instrument of the research .In analyzing the data te writer used qualitative metod. The result 

show that from 28 students some of te students were still encountered some problem suc as: Lack 

of vocabulary, still got difficulties in reading text especially descriptive text, still got difficulties 

in using correct words spelling, did not put right mechanics based on the test. The concluding 

part in this writing, the writer than gives some suggestion especially to English teachers and 

school management to provide better support to the teaching and learning process of English at 

their school.        
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1. Introduction 

Education  is  so important  in  our   life,  the  whole  people  demand  to  join in  

education.  Because  education  is  a  process  of  delivery  of   knowledge, skills, and  

information  from  teachers  to  students. Best  on both statements above, education  is  

like  a  bridge, when  someone  has  been  ready  to  join  it they  will  become  successful  

people. According  to  Williams  in  Nira, (2013:1), education  is  a  system  of  teaching   

people  and  gradual  process  by  which  a person  gains  knowledge  and  understanding  



trough  learning  and  preperation for  life. This  theory means that education  has  a  very  

important  role  as  a determiner  of  good  or  bad  life  of  human  being . 

         In  education  English  has  been  chosen  as  one  of  the  subject  that  should be  

mastered  by  students; in  junior  high  school, senior  high  school, and  university level. 

In  Indonesia  teaching  English  focus  on  four  basic skills namely; listening, reading, 

speaking and writing. 

         Reading  is  first  of  all  and  essentially, the  mechanical  skill  of  decoding, of  

turning  the  printed  symbols  into  the  sounds  which  are  language (McCracken  and  

Walcutt, 1969: 6), of  course  the  reason  we  turn  the  print  into  sound  is  to  get at  the  

meaning. 

       According  Clark  and  Starr  (1986: 270-271), reading  is   a difficulties  skill  that  

takes  for  master. For  most  of  us  it  is  skill  we must  continue  to  learn  well into our  

adult  lives. According  to  Anderson  (1985:355)  reading  is  the pProcess of 

constructing meaning from written text. It is a complex  skill  requiring  their  

coordination  of  a  number  of  interrelated  sources  of  information.    According to 

Bartlet in Nunan (1995: 68), discourse  comprehension  is process of  utilizing  linguistics  

cues  background  knowledge  to  reconstruct meaning, these schemata important, 

particularly to second and foreign language learners. In  fact  the  interaction  between  

the  teacher  and  the students  also  influence  to  the  students  in  comprehending  the  

text,  some  of  the  reason; it  may  methodology  that  the  teacher  uses  in  teaching. 

       The  lack  of  Difficulties  in  comprehend  the  reading descriptive  text, because  the  

students in SMP  Negeri  Likwatang  especially the eigth  grade students had difficulties 

in comprehending the English reading descriptive  text  and  many  students  do  not  

know  to  apply  some  of  reading  skill  and  they  have  no ability in comprehend it,  

such as inability in scanning, skimming, guessing  meaning  from  the  context, etc. The  

students  unable  in  getting  the  message from  the  text  and  they  will  be  failure in 

answering  the  question  related  to  the text.  In  this  case  the writer  tries  to  examine  

of  comprehending  it  can  help  students  understand  reading   skill. 

 

2. Source text 

In  order  to avoid misunderstanding,  the  writer  clarifies  some  terms used  in  

this  writing  as  follows : (a)  Difficulties,( b)  Reading, (c)  Descriptive text (d) SMP  

Negeri  Likwatang. 

a. Difficulties 

                   Difficulties  are  situation  or  condition  that  cause  a  problem 

Hornby  (2008:124. In  this  research  the  difficulties  in  reading  descriptive text. 

 

b. Reading 



                    According  to  Wagner  (1969:366). reading   is  the  process  of  acquiring  the  

author’s  meaning and interpreting evaluating effecting upon  those  meaning  of  the  

English  reading  text. 

c. Descriptive Text  

Descriptive  text  is  an  English  text  in  which the writer describe an object. (Siahaan 

et al, 2007:89). in  this  writing, descriptive   text  is  taught  as one of the subject   

learned by the  students of  SMP  Negeri  Likwatang  in  school  year  2015/2016.  

d. SMP Negeri Likwatang  

SMP  Negeri  Likwatang  is  a  junior  high  school  in Alor Tengah Utara 

districk of  Alor  regency. 

 Definition of  Difficulties  

Difficulties   are  situation  or  condition  that  cause  a  problem (Hornby 2008: 

124 ). Based  on  the definition of  difficulties  above, (Supriono et al 1991:74 ),  make it 

clear that the condition where the student cannot read descriptive  text  well. The  

difficulties  of  students  in  reading  descriptive  text well  arise  from  internal  factors. 

The  internal  factors  are  phychological  aspect is influenced by students intelligences its 

(vocabulary, pronouncation  and  acquiring, talent, interest, motivation  and  mental  

health).  

Relates  with  the difficulties  in  reading  text , the  writer  will  identify  the 

difficulties in comprehending English reading text and then find out  the solution  and  

way of  over  coming  the  student’s  difficulties  in  English  reading  text. 

2.2  Learning  Difficulties 

           According  to  Abu  and Widodo (1991:75), defines. Dalam   keadaan  di mana  

siswa  tidak dapat belajar sebagai mana mestinya, itulah yang  disebut dengan  kesulitan  

belajar ( The condition where the students cannot learn normally  learning  that  is  called  

difficulty. 

         According  to  Abu  and  Widodo  (1991:75), there  are  two  factors are  internal  

and  external  factors   as follow:  

2.2.1 Students internal factors 

        This  aspect  emphasizes  on  the  inside condition of  the students  It consists  

of  students  intelligence, talent, interest, motivation, mental health   and special   

type or  learner. 

2.2.2  Students external factors 

      Abu and Widodo (1991:77:79), stated  that  students  external  factors cover  

all  situation  and  conditions around environment that do not support  students  

learning  activity, factors  non-social  environment.  

2.2.2.1 Non-social environment 

     The  factor  which  include  the  non-social  environment  are the 

location of students house, the schools building, learning instrument, 

curriculum and school timing.   In  addition, Jamarah in Maisari (2011:19), 



made it more specific divisions the cause of learning difficulties into students 

factors, school  factors, family  factors  and  societys  factors.  

A. Students  factors, consists of : 

-   Lack of intelligence 

-  Lack  of  talent  and  not  suitable  with  lesson  which  learning  or  given  by  

the  teacher 

-   Lack  of  the  study  activity 

-   Lack  healty 

         -   Not  having  motivation  in  learning. 

            B.   Schools  factors, consists  of : 

- Media  is  not  complete 

- Condition  of  school  is  not  good 

- Indiscipline 

                                  C. Family  factors, consists  of :  

- Lack  of  tools  of  study  for  students  at  home 

- Less  education  feet  that  parents  prepared 

- Lack  of  parents  attention 

- Children  to  much  helping  parents 

                                  D. Societys   factors, consist  of : 

  - Commotion, noise, dispute, fight, robe that often happen in       society 

  - Electronic  media  like  television  that  often showing  property    program  like  

immoral, pornographic 

 - Drugs 

 - Slum  area, dirty  environment 

2.3  Reading Difficulties  

According to Lusiana ( 2007:2), many students get difficulties in comprehending the 

English reading text especially  Descriptive  text, getting  the general  information, specific  

information, vocabulary, grammatical, and  main  idea of  paragraph  of   a  text. Block  in  

Putri (2003:1), there are  number  of  causes  reading  difficulties, such  as: lack of  

vocabulary  knowledge, in  appriate  reading strategies  and reading speeds, some factors of 

students  in  reading  difficulties: (boring activities  in reading)  text, (of low interest 



material), situation (uncomfortable  situation  towards  learning), and  sufficient  time  spent  

in  reading. It  means  that  factors  that  cause  student  difficulties  in  comprehending  the 

reading  text, not  only  from  the  teacher  strategies  but  from  the  students  themselves. 

2.4  Definition of reading 

                                       According  to  Elizabeth  (2008:1-2),  reading  is  the  process  of  constructing 

meaning  from  print  and  from  other  symbol. Reading  involves  not  just  the  print and 

the illustrations, but  also  readers  bringing  to  the process their knowledge  of  the  world  

and  their  past  experiences. The reading   process  does not  involve  reading  every  single  

letter and   that is  why  proof  reading  is  so difficult: when you  are  very  familiar  with  

the  ideas  you  hardly  need   to read the   words  all. 

According  to  McCracken  and   Walcutt  (1969:4),  reading is to get information  of   

some sort from the printed   page. But  since  we  get  information in  the  same  way  from  

spoken  language,  this   purposes  does  not  define  reading  in  a  way  that  distinguishes  it  

from  talking. 

2.4.1 The purpose of reading 

      According  to  Senior  (2005:71), it  is  important to read with purpose of  reading   is  

to  connect  the  ideas  on  the  page  to  what  the readers  already  known. The  purpose  of  

reading  can  help the reader improve comprehension, such  as  comprehension  in  knowing  

the structure of  paragraph, look  for  the  method of  organization, create  motivation  and 

interest  and  can  build  up   a good  vocabulary. One  of  the  most  important task  on  the  

reader  is  to  find  out   what  the  writer  said. 

Characteristics of Descriptive text 

         According to Semi (2003:41), there are five characteristics of descriptive 

text:  

1. Descriptive  text  attempts  to  show the detail information about an 

object. 

2. Descriptive  text   gives  more  sensitivity  impacts  and  to  shape the  

readers  imagination. 

3. Descriptive  text  is  conveyed  with  an  interesting style by precise   

words  choice 

4. Descriptive  text  tries to explain about something then can be seen, can be 

hear and can be feel. That’s why the object is generally  as  things, nature,  

color  and  human 

5. The  organization  of  conveyance  always  use  space  order 

2.6.3   Generic structure of  Descriptive text 

        According   to  Siahaan  et  al (2007:88), there  are  two  kinds  of  generic 

structure  of  descriptive  text:  

1. Identification : identifying  the  phenomenon  to  be  describe 

2. Description:describing the phenomenon in parts,qualities,or/and characteristics. 

 2.5.4 Language feature of descriptive text 



1. Use  of  specific  participant  

2. Use  of  simple  present  tense 

2.6Example of descriptive text  

Lionel messi ( Football Playing for Barcelona) 

         His full name is Lionel Andres Messi. He was born in Rosario, Argentina, on 

24 June 1987. His  father's  name  is  Jorge  Horacio  Messi, and his  mother  is  Celia 

Maria Cuccittini. He has 2 brothers  and 1 sister. His brothers  names  are  Rodrigo  and  

Matias. His  sister's  name  is  Maria  Sol. 

      Lionel  Messi  is  a  famous  footballer  playing  for  Barcelona  FC  in  Spain. He  is  

a  very  talented  footballer. He  can  dribble  well  like dancing. He  can  also  run  very  

fast  although  his  body  is  too  short  for  a  footballer. He can pass  the  ball  well  and  

help  his  team  winning  a  game. Beside  those abilities, Lionel  Messi  is  also  an  

excellent  goal  getter. He  often  goals  in every  game  he  plays. 

Lionel  Messi  has  several  achievement.  He  has  ever won  the  best footballer  in  the  

world  3  times. In  Spain  he  has  several  achievement  such as  the  best  goal  scorer  and 

top goal  scorer. He  brings  Barcelona  to  win throphy  of  La  Liga  and  Champions  

League  many  times. Unfortunately,  his achievement  in  La  Liga  doesn't  bring  anything  

to  his  career  in  Argentina's team.  Since  he  has  joined  the  national  team, they  never  

win  a  throphy. 

3. Analysis  

     In  this  study, the writer used questionnaire  test  and  interview  to collect  the  

data  to  be  analyzed  to  find out the  difficulties  on  the  use  of reading  descriptive  

text   by  the eight  grade students  of  SMP  Negeri Likwatang   in  school  year  

2015/2016. The  results  of  this  study  are  below: 

Result test 

 The  test  gives  to  measure  difficulties  in  reading  descriptive  text  and  it  was  also  

can  be  used   to predict   students  difficulties  to  determine and reading the generic 

structure of  the text.  The writer  use  essay  test. In  this the  writer  give  English  text  

especially  descriptive   to  students to read text it.    . The  result of   the  test  are  

bellow. 

Essay  test  

        Here,  the  writer  give  English  text  especially  descriptive  text  to the  

students to  read  the text it.      

 



Table 2.students ‘ value 

Value  Number of students Grade  

80-100 3 Excellent 

                   66-79 3 Good 

    56-65 - Sufficient 

                  40-55 3 Poor 

    30-39 19  Fail 

 

  Based  on  the  table  above, the  writer  as  the  researcher  found  that  the from  

students; 3  students  or  18,7 %  had  excellent  score, 3 students  or  6,5 had  good  

score, no  students  were  in  sufficient  score, 3  students or 15,5 were  poor  and  18  

students  or  62,57 % were   fall. It  means  that, 84,2 % students  have  many  problems  

in  reading  descriptive  text. The  data  give signal  that  the  eight  grade  students  of  

SMP  Negeri Likwatang did  not master  reading  especially  reading  descriptive  text.  

 Result of  Questionnaire 

          The  questionnaire  was  given  before  conducting all  treatments. In  this  

activity, the student were given a set of questionnaire in a purpose to identify the 

students needs, interest, motivation, and like or dislike  before giving  test  and  

interview. The  questionnaire  consist  of  fifteen  questions which  illustrated  the  

condition  of   the  students. 

      Question  number  1  is  about  how  do   the   students   learn  English? here,  

there  are  two  options; first  option  is  to  learn  English  at  school  and second 

options is to learn English at English course. The result are 95% students  answered  

that  they  had  learned  English  at  school  and  5% student  answered   that  they  had  

learned  English  at  English  course. 

         Question  number  2  is about  when did  the students  start  to  learn English? 

There are  three  options  here;  the  first  is  elementary  school, the second  is  junior  

high  school, the  third  is  senior  high  school. 

     The  results  are  55%  students  answered  that  they  had  started  to learn  

English  at  Elementary  school, 45%  student  answered   that   they   had  started  to  

learn  English  at  junior  high  school  and  there  is  no  answer  for  third  option. 

       Question  number  3  is  about  whether  students  often  get  low  score  at English 

lesson. The  results  are  90%  of  the  students  answered  that  they often  got  low  

score  at  English  lesson  and  10%  of   the  students  answered  that   they   

understood  at  English  lesson. 

       Question number 3.1. is  the containing of the question  number  3 especially  for  

students  who  answered   that   they  often  got  low  score. The question  is  about  

whether the students  knew  the  material  which  was taught  by  teacher. The  results  



are  100%  of   the  students  who  had  to  answer  this question  answered  that  they  

had  not  understood  about   the  material  which  was   taught  by  the  teacher. 

         Question  number  3.2   is   the  continuing  of  the   question  number  3  it   was  

the  students  understanding  about   the  material  which  was  taught by  the  teacher. 

The  results  are  90%  students   answered  that   they  did  not understand  about   

material   which  was  taught  by  the  teacher  and  10% students   answered   that  they  

understood  a  little  the  material  which  was taught  by  the  teacher. 

4. Discussion  

From  the findings,   the writer assumed   that  there  were  the  difficulties  in   

reading  descriptive  text  of   the  SMP   Negeri  Likwatang   in  school  year  

2015/2016.  The  difficulties  were  internal  factors  and  external  factors. 

4.2.1. Students Internal factor 

               Internal  factors  covers  factor  of  collection  of  students’  bold  and  

factors  of   lack  of   intelligence,  lack  of   talent,  motivation, mental health,  

unstable  emotion  and  desire   with   lesson   which   learn   or   given  by  teacher.  

It   means  that,  the  difficulties  of  students   can  occur  from  the   problem  above,  

in  this  case  happened   in   grade  students,  the  students  are low  in  motivation,  

interest,  mental health  and   intelligence,  it   makes  them  hard  to  understand   

furthermore   reading  descriptive  text. 

4.2.2  External factor  

               External   factors   cover  the   students   family  as   lack  of  parents  attention  

cidren   must  helping   parents,  and  lack  of  study  for  students  at   home  

condition  of  school  and  their  environment,  their  learning  habits . It  means  that  

condition  of  students ‘ family, school and environment  have  influenced  them  

learning   habit.  This  problem  also  faced   by the  students  of   SMP   Negeri  

Likwatang  in  school  year  2015/2016,  the  students  have  no attention  from   their   

parents  it’s   really  influenced   their  learning  habit.  

         From  the  explanation  above,  the   writer   concludes   that   difficulties  in  

learning especially  in  reading  is  condition  that  makes  students  cannot  get  the  

output  learning   target   because  there  are  barriers  or  threats   those  come  from  

inside  or  outside  of  students. 

4.3   The  solution  of  students  difficulties 

           Based   on   the   students  difficulties   explained   above   the   writer  could   

give  solution   through   the   internal   factors  and  external   factors 

4.3.1   Internal Factor 

 Students   must   prepare   themselves   to  receive   the  material  from   

teachers.  So  the  material  could  be  everything I themselves  

 Accepted  well  and  it  can  help  them  to  understand  it 

 Each  student  must  has  be  aware  their  talent,  because  everyone  has  

their  own  talent 



 Student  must to  have  self  motivation  to  know  something 

 Student  must  have  self  confident  to  developing  their  knowledge. 

4.3.2     External factor  

  The  students’  family   has  to  give  attention  and  motivation  to t heir  

children in   learning 

 The  condition  of  school  Influences  the  student  in  learning   pocess   so  

just  keep  the  school’s   infrastructure  and  prepare  tools  of   teaching  

and  learning,  to make  students   to  feel  comfortable   in  their  own  

school. 

 The  environment  where  the   students are  could  be  influence  themselves   

in learning.  So  the  student  must  limit  themselves   to  mixing   in  

environment  where  they  are  both  in  school and  at  home. 

 

5. Conclusion  

      Based  on  the data  analysis  presented  in  the   chapter,  the writer  draw  the 

conclusion that from  the 28  students  of  eight  grade students of  SMP  Negeri  

Likwatang   in  school  year  2015/2016. 
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