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ABSTRACT 

This study is conducted under the title ‘’The Ability of Reading Recount Text by the Eleventh Grade 

Students of SMA Negeri 1 ABAD in School year 2016/2017. Research problem is what is the students 

ability of reading recount text by the eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 1 ABAD in school year 

2016/2017?  The population of this study was the eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 1 ABAD in 

school year 2016/2017. Sample of  the research the writer chose one of the four classes X1 IPA  1 of  25 

students of SMA Negeri 1 ABAD in school year 2016/2017.The result of this research shows that the 

ability of reading recount text by the eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 1 ABAD in School year 

2016/2017 is good, based on the students score at the table. The writer analyzed the data by using  

qualitative  and quantitative analysis, the based on the data obtained. In this research, the writer used 

reading text from the research, the writer concluded the average students’ score is better, based on the 

four item analysis in reading recount text. Based on the discussion, the writer concluded that The Ability 

of  Reading Recount Text by the Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Negeri 1 ABAD in School year 

2016/2017 is good. 
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1. Introduction 

According to Heaton  (1991:3) learning English means learning its two aspects: skill and 

component. Four major skills through language are listening, speaking, reading and 

writing; while English components are phonology, vocabulary, and grammar. Indonesian 

students are expected to learn English in order to understand English itself, so that the 

development of science and technologies in Indonesia can be obtained. The students need 

participation of teachers in the school to teach them to have the skill in using English. 

Since English becomes the target language in Educational world, of course, it will arise 

some problems that may face by the students while acquiring the target language. English 

language is also taught as one of the main subjects at the school has been tested in the 

National test. In teach English there some texts; one of them is recount text. Recount text 

begins by telling the reader who was involved, what happened, where this event took 

place and when it happened. Hartono (2005:3) stated that recount text is normally 

presented in the past tense and temporally sequenced. The sequence of event is then 

described in some sorts of order, for instance a time order. Since recount tells about past 

experiences, it uses past tense. The writer can states that recount text is a text which 



retells events or experiences in the past. Its purpose is either to inform or to entertain the 

audience. There is no complication among the participants. While, reading is a personal 

interaction, it also is a good way to find out new ideas, facts, and experiences with a text. 

It means that only reader can understand a text and find out the idea, facts and experience 

of the writer. According to Anderson (1999:1) reading is an active, fluent process that 

involves the reader and the reading material in constructing the meaning. Furthermore, he 

notes that meaning does not reside on the printed page, not is it only in the head of the 

reader. It means that reading can be constructed by combining the words on the printed 

page with the reader's background knowledge and experiences. Consequently, the 

teaching of reading should involve activities which connect the ideas on the text to what 

students already know. 

2. Source text 

Ability: Hornby (1995:2) states that ability is the mental or physical capacity, power or skill 

required to do something. In this case, the writer focuses on student’s ability of reading 

recount text. 

Reading: Reading is an ability to understand the meaning and get information from written 

text and words. According to Harmer(2007:68)“reading also has a positive effect on 

student’s vocabulary, knowledge, on their spelling and on their writing”.  

Recount Text: According to Gerot and Wignell (1994:194) recount text is a text that retell 

events for the purpose of informing or entertaining. It tells an event or an experience 

happened in the past. 

3. Analysis 

According to Achaberardos (2006:2) reading means different things to different people, 

for it is recognizing written words, while for others it is an opportunity to teach 

pronunciation and practice speaking. However reading always has a purpose. It is 

something that we do every day, it is an integral part of daily lives, taken very much for 

granted and generally assumed to be or something everyone can do. The reason for 

reading depends very much on the purpose for reading. 

Alyusef (2005:144) defines ‘‘reading can be seen as an interactive process between a 

reader and a text which leads to automaticity or reading fluency’’. While, Grabe 

(1991:377) argues ‘‘reading can be seen as an active process of comprehending where 

students need to be taught strategies to read more efficiently, for example; guess from 

context, define expectations, make inferences about the text, skim a head to fill in the 

context, etc’’. 

The Aims of Reading 

According to Anderson (cited in Ali, 2006:16), there are seven aims of reading, they are: 

a. Reading for details and fact is reading to know what is done by the subject of the story 

b. Reading for main ideas is reading to get the problem statement 

c. Reading for sequence of organization is reading to know each part of the story 

d. Reading for inference is reading to know what is the writer meant by its story 



e. Reading for classifying is reading to find unusual things 

f. Reading for evaluating is reading to know the value of the story 

g. Reading for comparing or contest is reading to compare the way of life of the story with the 

way of life of the reader. 

Definition of Recount Text 

There are many texts that have learned by students. According to Kalayo and Fauzan, (2007: 

130-132) there are some features of common text types of writing: recount, narrative, procedure, 

information report, explanation, and exposition. 

Hartono, (2007: 6) stated that recount is a story genre to retell events for the purpose of 

informing or entertaining. The purpose of recount text is to tell a series of events happening one 

after another. A recount starts with on orientation which introduces participants (who) and 

provides the setting (where and when)/following the orientation, a series of events are recorded. 

Finally, are orientations, which usually a reason, concludes recount. 

Generic Structure of Recount text 

According to Gerot and Wignel (1994:194) the generic structure of recount text is: 

 An Orientation: Introducing the participants, place and time. It provides information about 

who, where, when. 

 Events: Describing series of event that happened in the past. 

 Reorientation: It is optional. Stating personal comment of the writer to the story. 

Grammatical Features of Recount 

The common grammatical features of recount text are: 

 Use of nouns and pronouns to identify people, animals, things involved. 

 Use of action verbs to refer past events. 

 Use of past tense to locate events in relation to speaker’s or writer’s time. 

 Use of adverb and adverbial phrase to indicate place and time. 

 

Language Features of Recount Text 

 Introducing personal participant; I, my group, etc 

 Using chronological connection; then, first, etc 

 Using linking verb; was, were, saw, heard, etc 

 Using action verb; look, go, change, etc 

 Using simple past tense. 

 

4. Result of Reading Text 

In conduction the test, there were various topics given to the informants in a total 25 

students. Here, the writer prepared reading texts to be given to the students to be read. 

The result of the reading text can be seen in the following table. 

Table 2 

The Result of Reading Text 
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1 Maria Kafomai 20 15 15 20 70 

2 Herlina Karma 10 20 10 20 60 

3 Ariana Manikari 5 15 20 10 50 

4 Natalia Dakahamapu 25 20 25 20 90 

5 Persis Palaiata 20 5 20 20 65 

6 Lukas Plaila 5 25 25 15 70 

7 Amelia Maata 20 15 20 20 75 

8 Kornelia Dakahamapu 15 20 15 20 70 

9 Dorkas Lalang 25 15 25 25 90 

10 Juli Pista 20 20 20 25 85 

11 Ince Tribeni 15 15 25 20 75 

12 Lodia Penlani 5 20 5 25 65 

13 Salomi Sailana 10 25 25 20 80 

14 Delfiana Lokang 25 20 15 20` 80 

15 Merlince Adangmali 25 10 20 20 75 

16 Orpa Onmau 10 15 10 20 55 

17 Firsa Lakapa 15 15 10 25 65 

18 Paulina Lakabell 15 20 15 20 70 

19 Loni Pelangbeka 15 5 15 20 55 

20 Otniel Kalangmoi 15 20 15 10 60 

21 Darwin Atawula 25 15 20 15 75 

22 Jemi Malaimani 5 20 15 20 60 

23 Rita Bekamalai 20 15 20 20 75 

24 Marfin Serangkai 15 15 15 15 60 

25 Domingus Mol  20 25 20 20 85 

 

          Mean 

 

70,4 

From the data above the writer can attain the minimum score in reading recount text is 50 

and the highest score is 90.After calculating the students’ score, the researcher calculated 

the average score to measure the student’s ability of reading recount text. To know the 

mean of the students’ score using this formula as follows: 

M = 
∑ x 

N 

 



M= the mean of score 

∑x=the total of score 

N = the sum of students number 

The computation of the average of the score is as follow. 

M= 
1760

25
= 70,4 

Mean=70,4 

Discussion 

In this study, there are four aspects of reading ability applied to find out the ability of 

reading recount text by the eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 1 ABAD in School year 

2016/ 2017. 

 

1. Fluency  

Fluency is the ability to read smoothly and easily at a good pace with good phrasing and 

expression-develops over time as students’ word recognition skills improve. 

Based on the data, the fluency of several students in reading recount text is good, and most of 

the student’s fluency is still low. The number of students in good fluency is 11 students but 14 

students is bad. It is because most of students do not have good fluency because the students 

do not know the sound of word, so they have bad fluency.   

2. Accuracy 

Accuracy is reading the words in a selection correctly. Based on the data, the number of 

students who have good accuracy is 12 students and 13 is bad, because the students do not 

know how to produce the words correctly.  

3. Pronunciation 

Pronunciation is the way a word or a language is spoken, or the manner in which someone 

utters a word. 

Based on the data, there are 13 students who have good pronunciation in reading recount text 

and 12 students have bad pronunciation in reading recount text,it is because the students still 

influence by their mother tongue, so the pronunciation English they make mistake and as a 

result their pronunciation is bad. 

4. Intonation 

Intonation is about how we say things, rather than what we say. Based on the data, intonation 

of students in reading recount text is very good. The number of students in good intonation is 

20 students but only 5 students is bad. It seems that most of the students have good intonation 

in reading recount text.  

From the data above, it shows that the average of the students score is better, it means that the 

whole students were reached the standard of score (KKM) 60. From tables above, the use of 

reading recount text can be improving students reading ability. Based on the calculation, it is 

gained that the percentage of student’s ability is 70,4%. From the result, the writer concluded 

that in general, the ability of student’s in reading recount text is good. Based on those findings 



and its discussion, the writer concludes that the reading ability of the eleventh students of 

SMA Negeri 1 ABAD in the School year 2016/2017 is good. 

5. Conclusion 

There are many ways to apply in teaching reading, but in general based on this research the 

use of recount text can improve student’s reading ability. After taking the research and than 

tabulated the data the writer found that the use of recount text can be extent the students 

reading ability.The result of the data analysis show that there are a positive score in reading 

recount text. The data shows that the fluency of several students in reading recount text is 

still low enough, the accuracy of several students in reading recount text is still low enough, 

the pronunciation of several students in reading recount text is still low enough, and the 

intonation of most students is good. From the data taken, the writer then assumes that the 

ability of reading recount text by the eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 1 ABAD is 

good. 
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